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Institution Submitting Request: Utah State University 
Proposed Title: MS and PhD in Range Science – Drop Specializations in Game-Range Management, International 
Range Management, Range Rehabilitation, and Range Resource Economics 
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Program Request - Abbreviated Template 
Utah State University 
MS and PhD in Range Science 
09/05/2012 
 
Section I: Request 
 
The Department of Wildland Resources proposes to restructure its MS and PhD in Range Science by 
dropping the existing specializations in Game-Range Management, International Range Management, 
Range Rehabilitation, and Range Resource Economics. 
 
Section II: Need 
 
This restructure is necessary to allow the Department of Wildland Resources to drop specializations that 
are not used by Range Science MS and PhD students and faculty in the department. These specializations 
reflect subject areas that are no longer available in the department (Range Resources Economics), are 
handled under the department's Ecology MS and PhD degrees (Range Rehabilitation), or just do not reflect 
how we organize or describe our programs, and therefore are not used by anyone (Game-Range 
Management and International Range Management). An R401-5 has been filed that will make a Range 
Ecology specialization available within our Ecology MS and PhD degrees, which will make it easier to 
highlight a range focus within our MS and PhD degrees in Ecology. The proposed change will not affect the 
rigor of the Range Science MS or PhD programs or the courses taken. It will simplify our program 
marketing by dropping specializations that are not used (Game-Range Management and International 
Range Management), and will clarify our program marketing by dropping a specialization that is not 
available (Range Resources Economics).  
 
Section III: Institutional Impact 
 
The proposed program restructure will simplify and clarify the Wildland Resources Department's MS and  
PhD program in Range Science. This change will not affect our administrative structures, nor will it change 
faculty or staff requirements, or required facilities. The required coursework will not change, and the 
academic requirements of the masters and doctoral program will not be affected or changed.  
 
Section IV: Finances 
 
No additional costs are anticipated as a result of this change. 
 
Section V:  Program Curriculum –NA 
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